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Glossary 

Asset A term used to describe anything valued by the community that may 
be adversely impacted by bushfire.  This may include residential 
houses, infrastructure, agriculture, industry, environmental and 
heritage sites. 

Bushfire Unplanned vegetation fire.  A generic term which includes grass fires, 
forest fires and scrub fires both with and without a suppression 
objective.1 

Bushfire hazard The potential or expected behaviour of a bushfire burning under a 
particular set of conditions, i.e. the type, arrangement and quantity of 
fuel, the fuel moisture content, wind speed, topography, relative 
humidity, temperature and atmospheric stability.     

Bushfire risk 
management 

A systematic process to coordinate, direct and control activities 
relating to bushfire risk; with the aim of limiting the adverse effects of 
bushfire on the community. 

Consequence The outcome or impact of a bushfire event. 

Human 
Settlement Area 
(HSA) 

Likelihood 

A spatial data set that defines an area where people live or work. 

 

The chance of something occurring. 

Risk The effect of uncertainty on objectives.2  (Note: Risk is often expressed in 

terms of a combination of the consequences of an event and the associated likelihood 
of occurrence.) 

Risk acceptance The informed decision to accept a risk, based on the knowledge 
gained during the risk assessment process. 

Risk analysis The application of consequence and likelihood to an event in order to 
determine the level of risk. 

Risk assessment The systematic process of identifying, analysing and evaluating risk. 

Risk criteria Standards (or statements) by which the results of risk assessments 
can be assessed.  They relate quantitative risk estimates to qualitative 
value judgements about the significance of the risks.  They are inexact 
and should be seen as guidelines rather than rules.3 

Risk evaluation The process of comparing the outcomes of risk analysis to the risk 
criteria in order to determine whether a risk is acceptable or tolerable. 

Risk 
identification 

The process of recognising, identifying and describing risks. 

Risk treatment A process to select and implement appropriate measures undertaken 
to modify risk. 

 

                                                           
1 Australasian Fire and Emergency Service Authorities Council 2012, AFAC Bushfire Glossary, AFAC Limited, East 
Melbourne, Australia 
2 Standards Australia 2009, Risk management ς Principles and guidelines, AS/NZS 31000:2009, Standards 
Australia, Sydney, Australia 
3 Emergency Management Australia 1998, Australian Emergency Manuals Series ς Manual 3 Australian 
Management Glossary, Emergency Management Australia, Dickson, Australia  
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Acronyms 
 

BPP Bushfire Planning and Policy Unit 

DoD Department of Defence 

FIAT Forest Industry Association Tasmania 

FMAC Fire Management Area Committee 

FPP Fire Protection Plan 

FRU Fuel Reduction Unit 

ECFMA East Coast Fire Management Area 

NERAG National Emergence Risk Assessment Guide 

PWS Parks and Wildlife Service 

REMC Regional Emergency Management Council 

SEMC State Emergency Management Committee 

SFMC State Fire Management Council 

STT Sustainable Timber Tasmania 

TFGA Tasmania Farmers and Graziers Association 

TFS Tasmania Fire Service 
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Chapter 1 Introduction 

1.1  Background 

Under Section 20 of the Fire service Act 1979, fire management area committees are 

required to submit to SFMC, on an annual basis, a fire protection plan for its fire 

management area commencing on 1 October. 

It is a requirement of the fire protection plan that it is consistent with the State Fire 

Protection Plan and the State Vegetation Fire Management Policy. 

1.2 Aim and Objectives 

The aim of this FPP is to document a coordinated and efficient approach towards the 

identification and treatment of bushfire-related risk within the East Coast Fire 

Management Area (ECFMA). 

The objective of this FPP is to effectively manage bushfire related risk within the 

ECFMA in order to protect people, assets and other things valuable to the community.  

Specifically, the objectives of this plan are to: 

¶ Guide and coordinate a tenure blind bushfire risk management program over a 

five (5) year period; 

¶ Document the process used to identify, analyse and evaluate risk, determine 

priorities and develop a plan to systematically treat risk; 

¶ Facilitate the effective use of the financial and physical resources available for 

bushfire risk management activities; 

¶ Integrate bushfire risk management into the business processes of Local 

Government, land managers and other agencies;    

¶ Ensure integration between stakeholders; 

¶ Clearly and concisely communicate risk in a format that is meaningful to 

stakeholders and the community; and 

¶ Monitor and review the implementation of the Plan, to ensure enhancements are 

made on an on-going basis.  

1.3 Policy, Standards and Legislation  

The following policy, standards and legislation were considered to be applicable to the 

development and implementation of the FPP. 

¶ Tasmanian Emergency Management Plan 

¶ State Fire Protection Plan 

¶ State Vegetation Fire Management Policy 

¶ State Strategic Fuel Management Plan 

Standards 

¶ AS/NZS ISO 31000:2009 - Risk Management ï Principles and Guidelines 
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Legislation 

¶ Aboriginal Relics Act 1975 (soon to be replaced) 

¶ Fire Service Act 1979 

¶ Emergency Management Act 2006 

¶ National Parks and Reserve Management Act 2002 

¶ Nature Conservation Act 2002 

¶ Crown Lands Act 1976 

¶ Forestry Act 1920 

¶ Threatened Species Protection Act 1995 

¶ Environmental Management and Pollution Control Act 1994 

¶ Local Government Act 1993 

¶ Forest Practices Code 2000 

¶ Tasmanian Electricity Code 

¶ Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 

¶ Weed Management Act 1999 

¶ Historic Cultural Heritage Act 1995 
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Chapter 2 Establishing the Context 

2.1  Description of the East Coast Fire Protection Plan Area 

2.1.1 Location, Boundaries and Land Tenure 

The plan area covers approximately 393,000ha and follows the coastline from the 

Tasman Peninsular in the South, to Bicheno in the North, and extends inland 

approximately 35km at its widest point.  Altitude varies from sea level along the 

coast to 742m above sea level at Moaners Tier, located just to the east of Tooms 

Lake. 

Over half of the area (55%) consists of private property (Figure 2.2; Table 2.1). 

National Parks and Reserves (occupying approximately one quarter of the area), 

and Permanent Timber Production Zone occupying the majority of the remaining 

lands. 

 

Land Manager/Agency % of Land Managed within the FMA 

Private Property 55 

DPIPWE (including Parks and Wildlife Service 
and Crown land Services) 

30 

Sustainable Timber Tasmania 10 

  

Other 5 

Table 2.1:  Overview of land tenure in the ECFMA. 
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Figure 2.1: Location of the ECFMA. 
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Figure 2.2:  Land tenure across the ECFMA. 
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2.1.2 Climate and Bushfire Season 

 

For much of the year Tasmaniaôs weather is dominated by westerly weather 

patterns.  This results in moist air being forced over rugged mountains in western 

and central areas of Tasmania causing heavy rainfall in these areas as the air 

moves eastward.  The result is relatively dry air reaching eastern parts of Tasmania. 

The exception to this is the East Coast Low that forms in the Tasman Sea and 

brings moist easterly winds, often causing heavy localised rainfall events.  Falls in 

excess of 100mm in a 24 hour period are not uncommon.  On average one or two of 

these events is experienced each year.  Within the ECFMA average rainfall varies 

from 593mm at Swansea to 1148mm at Palmers lookout on the Tasman Peninsula. 

 

1. The ECFMA can experience long periods of dryness with the Soil Dryness Index 
(SDI) being above 100mm for much of the year.  Fire weather can be 
experienced in parts of the FMAC throughout the year, June/July possibly being 
the exceptions. 

 

Temperatures at coastal sites are moderated by the maritime influence with areas 

further inland experiencing more extremes of temperature. 

Relevant BoM weather stations within the ECFMA: 

¶ Bicheno 

¶ Swansea 

¶ Orford 

¶ Dunalley 

¶ Friendly Beaches 

¶ Maria Island 

¶ Spring Bay 

¶ Tasman Island 
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Figure 2.3:  Mean annual rainfall across Tasmanian Fire Management Areas. 

Source: Map provided by Ian Barnes-Keogan, Bureau of Meteorology, Hobart 

 

2.1.3 Vegetation  

 

The ECFMA is dominated by dry Eucalypt forest (55%) and agricultural areas 

(23%). Wet Eucalypt forests (10%) exist on more productive soils in higher rainfall 

areas which are predominately located around the Tasman Peninsula and higher 

elevations of the Eastern Tiers.  Highly flammable coastal complexes are particularly 

prevalent around Coles Bay, the Freycinet Peninsula and the Tasman Peninsula. 

The vegetation in the ECFMA can be categorised into 11 broad groups that 

represent broad vegetation or landscape types, as shown in Figure 2.4. A 

description of these vegetation groups is provided in Appendix 7. 
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Figure 2.4:  Vegetation types across the ECFMA (based on grouped TASVEG vegetation mapping 

units). 
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2.1.4 Population and Demographics 

 

The ECFMA has a low total population and low population densities across the area 

(Figure 2.5). The entire area has a total permanent population of around 8,000 

people (Australian Bureau of Statistics ï ABS, 2011), with highest densities 

occurring around towns and in the southwest corner of the area, closest to the outer 

settlements of Hobart.  Many areas within the ECFMA experience an increase in 

visitation during the summer tourism period. 

The low and dispersed population correlates with the major land uses, particularly 

the large proportion of agricultural land and reserved areas. The major towns within 

the ECFMA include: 

¶ Nubeena 

¶ Dunalley 

¶ Dodges Ferry 

¶ Sorell,  

¶ Orford 

¶ Triabunna 

¶ Swansea 

¶ Coles Bay 

¶ Bicheno. 

The main areas of growth are focussed around Dodges Ferry and Sorell with many 

new residential housing developments occurring in these areas. 
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Figure 2.5:  Population statistics in the ECFMA ς No. of residents per ha (Australian Bureau of 

Statistics 2011). 
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2.1.5 Bushfire Frequency and Causes of Ignition  

Fire frequency is defined as the total number of fires that occurred in the same area. Fire frequency 

records for the ECFMA have been obtained from records provided by the Tasmania Fire Service, 

Parks and Wildlife Service and Sustainable Timber Tasmania but the records are incomplete.  Figure 

2.6 below indicates the areas affected by fire and the number of times that area has been affected.   

 

Fire Ignition Cause  

The causes of fire, either through ignition by lightning or caused by human actions have not been 

well documented prior to 1990.  

Of the most recent fire records available for the ECFMA, the ignition cause for the majority of fires 

was classed as unknown (17%), recreation (17%), arson (16%), escapes from planned burns (15%), 

Accidental (4%), and undetermined (3%) See figure 2.7. 

 

 

Fire Name Area Burnt (ha) 

Inala Rd 2013 23400 

Tasman Highway Bicheno 2013 4830 

Douglas Apsley FRB 2007/08 8900 

Kellevie 2006 16000 

Oakwood Hill 2003 4500 

Thirty Acre Creek 1995 4000 

Watersmeeting 1994 12400 

Baldy Hill 1994 6900 

Donkeys Track 1994 8327 

 

Table 2.2:  Major Fires in the ECFMA since 1982. 
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Figure 2.6: Areas affected by fire 
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Figure 2.7: Fire Cause 
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Chapter 3 Analysing and Evaluating Bushfire Risk 

3.1      Analysing Bushfire Risk 

Following the Australian Standard of risk (ISO 3100) bushfire risk has been considered 

spatially, assessing a combination of likelihood and consequence (PWS 2011). The 

Bushfire Risk Assessment Model (BRAM), model data run of February 2014 was used to 

analyse the landscape level risk for this plan. For a full analysis of the model, see 

Appendix 2. 

To determine overall risk the NERAG (National Emergency Risk Assessment Guidelines 

August 2009) document (see Appendix 3) was used. The level of risk is determined by 

combining consequences and likelihood (see Appendix 3).  

It must be noted that the BRAM and therefore the consequences, likelihood and risk 

outputs are based on available spatial data. The analysis has been undertaken on a 

state-wide basis, and maps are presented as complete for Tasmania. There are 

however gaps in the data inside and outside areas of public land. This includes fire 

history information, particularly on private land, which contributes to ignition potential 

information (likelihood), and many of the agricultural values have not been well captured 

(consequence). Notwithstanding these limitations, the model does provide an objective 

spatial analysis of bushfire risk in a landscape context. 

3.2      Likelihood 

Likelihood is defined as a qualitative method to assess the likelihood rating to the 

consequences occurring. The likelihood of an event was generated by calculating 

ignition potential, suppression capabilities and fire behaviour potential, followed by 

assigning these output values to categories in a likelihood matrix. This is taken to mean 

the likelihood of a fire occurring in a specific area which surpasses the ability of the fire 

agencies to contain within the first 24 hours. 

3.3 Consequence (values at risk) 

Consequences are defined as a qualitative rating of damage from fire to values. The 

consequences were taken directly from the output generated through the Values at Risk 

spatial layer output. 

While the values layer identifies a wide range of values in the ECFMA, including critical 

infrastructure, agricultural land including grasslands and their economic significance are 

largely not part of the analysis (except where they are mapped as native grasslands). 

The agricultural grassland community is of particular importance with the loss of 

extensive grass impacting on the immediate viability of farming enterprises, which can 

have a major impact on the economy of the area. 

3.4 Overall Risk 

A representation of risk (see Appendix 4) is developed when you combine the factors of 

likelihood and consequence. The generated output map of risk shows qualitative areas 

of risk, not areas of perceived risk. 

The model assists in objectively defining areas where genuine risk is present. In-depth 

analysis will indicate what factor is driving the risk for a given area. 
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3.5 Risk Analysis for the East Coast Fire Management Area 

The bush fire risk Model BRAM, discussed above, was utilised to examine risk across 

the ECFMA. The results of this risk analysis are shown in Figure 3.1. Areas of highest 

risk identified are located in the southeast and northwest parts of the area, with 

scattered patches throughout. 

In addition Phoenix Rapidfire, a bush fire simulator, developed by the University of 

Melbourne (Kevin Tolhurst and Derek Chong) was used to model the risk of fires 

impacting on communities present in the ECFMA. This modelling was done as part of 

the state wide strategic fuel management assessment. The process involved modelling 

potential ignition points, incorporating severe fire weather components and examining 

fire behaviour based on current fuel loads to identify the potential impact on human 

settlement areas. Figure 3.2 shows potential ignition points that may impact on 

communities in the ECFMA with areas (ha) of impact under current fuel loads. 

 An understanding of the location of potential ignition points that may impact on 

communities is crucial.  It must be understood that such analysis has many limitations  

but does provided an indication a where communities may be under risk as well as 

identify areas where strategic burning will assist in changing fire behaviour. 

Strategic fuel reduction burning is one treatment to reduce risk to communities 

throughout the ECFMA. However, not all vegetation and land use types are treatable 

through burning. Figure 3.3 shows treatability of fuels through fuel reduction burning in 

the ECFMA. In summary, 63% of fuels are treatable by burning, while 37% are 

untreatable through burning. 

The distinction between treatable and untreatable fuel was determined by considering 

the TASVEG flammability attributes and gives a general indication of suitability.  At an 

operational level the distinction between treatable and untreatable fuels will need to be 

determined in the field. 

The untreatable portion (37% of the area) includes agricultural land. This is primarily 

because whilst agricultural land will burn, it is not generally targeted for fuel reduction 

burning as the risk can be seasonally variable. It is likely that the dryland agricultural 

land through the region does contain areas of grasslands that are treatable through 

burning, however current TASVEG mapping does not break the agricultural land 

mapping unit into different categories. Land use mapping may be incorporated into 

future risk analyses as data becomes available allowing refinement of this category 

 

Note: Bushfire Risk Assessment Maps are also provided in Appendix 5. 
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Figure 3.1:  BRAM Bushfire risk across the ECFMA. 
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Figure 3.2:  Potential ignition points that may impact on communities in the ECFMA with areas 

(ha) of impact under current fuel loads, using Phoenix Rapidfire simulation modelling, State Fire 

Management Council. 
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Figure 3.3:  Treatability of fuels through fuel reduction burning in the ECFMA. 
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Chapter 4 Bushfire Risk Treatment 

4.1 Region Wide Controls 

The following controls are currently in place across the ECFMA to assist in the strategic 

management of bushfire related risk:  

¶ Legislative controls ï including abatements, fire restrictions etc. 

¶ Public education campaigns and the use of TFS and SFMC state-wide programs 

tailored to suit local needs; (eg Private land burning; Community Protection 

Planning; Bushfire Ready Neighbourhoods) 

¶ State-wide arson prevention programs developed in conjunction with Tasmania 

Police and TFS; 

¶ Setting of appropriate land subdivision and building standards in line with State 

Bushfire Prone Area Building Standards; 

¶ TFS, PWS, STT and other significant land managers (eg Norske Skog) have fire 

preparedness plans that ensure detection, patrolling and prepositioning of 

response crews is coordinated in respect to the forecast fire danger rating.      

¶ Performance monitoring and reporting of FPP outcomes to the relevant 

Emergency Management Council and State Fire Management Council as 

required by the Tasmanian Emergency Management Plan and the Fire Service 

Act. 

4.2 Asset Specific Treatment Strategies 

There are five broad asset specific treatment strategies that have been used to manage 

the bushfire risks identified in the Community Risk Assessment.  They include: 

¶ Fuel management ï Treatments include the reduction / modification of bushfire 

fuels through manual, chemical and prescribed burning methods; 

¶ Ignition management - Treatments aim to reduce the occurrence of human 

induced ignitions in the landscape;  

¶ Preparedness ï Treatments focus on providing suitable access and water supply 

arrangements that will assist with fire fighting operations;  

¶ Planning ï Treatments relate to the development of plans that will improve the 

ability of firefighters and the community to respond to bushfire; and 

¶ Community Engagement ï Treatments seek to build relationships, raise 

awareness and change behaviours relating to the management of bushfire 

related risks within the community. 

4.3 Community Assessment 

Strategic assessment tools have been used to conduct a broad scale assessment 

across the ECFMA to identify communities vulnerable to bushfire, that require more 

detailed assessment using more locally specific processes.   

These communities were then prioritised in accordance with the Strategic Fuel 

Management Plan. The results of the strategic assessment for the ECFMA are outlined 

in table 4.1.  A number of communities already have specific plans in place, these are 

summarised in Appendix 5. 
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Community FMAC Assessment Rating 

Coles Bay HIGH 

Buckland HIGH 

Orford/Shelly Beach HIGH 

Bicheno HIGH 

Eaglehawk Neck/Doo Town HIGH 

Port Arthur MED 

Nubeena MED 

Dolphin Sands MED 

Taranna MED 

Dunalley MED? 

See locality maps in Appendix 1 

Table 4.1:  Priority communities identified in the strategic assessment process in the ECFMA. 

 

In addition to the above communities, areas of strategic importance were also identified, 

shown in Table 4.2.  These areas were identified through a process that utilised and 

combined local knowledge, BRAM risk assessment and phoenix ignition potential 

modelling. A sub-group of the ECFMA Committee, consisting of members with specific 

fire expertise and knowledge across the area contributed to the identification of both the 

communities at risk and the broader strategic areas for potential actions. 

 

Area 

Eastern Tiers west of 
Swansea 

Triabunna/Orford 

Nugent/Orielton/Forcett 

Tasman/Forestier 

Dodges 
Ferry/Dunalley/Boomer Bay 

See locality maps in Appendix 1 

Table 4.2:  Strategic areas for potential treatment in the ECFMA. 

It is important to note that these areas identified give a general location only.  They will 

require field investigation to determine what mitigation options are available.   To allow 

mitigation treatments to be carried out safely and effectively other areas not currently 

highlighted may need to be included. 

In addition there may be Fuel Reduction Burning currently planned in areas that are not 

listed above which may provide some protection to communities and critical 

infrastructure.  
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Figure 4.1:  Priority areas in the ECFMA. 
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Note: Mitigation options include:  

¶ Fuel Reduction Burning 

¶ Fire trail construction and maintenance 

¶ Water point construction 

¶ Other prescribed activities 

4.4 Treatment Selection and Priorities 

The strategic bushfire risk assessment undertaken for the entire ECFMA, described 

above, was used to identify key communities and assets considered to be at risk of 

bushfire and prioritise the preparation and implementation of different treatment 

strategies.  These are also outlined in appendix 6. 

Priority Communities and Treatments: 

18. Coles Bay 

TFS Community Bushfire Protection and Response Plans.  PWS have a local fire 

management strategy in place and have completed some burning. Investigate mitigation 

options in a tenure blind approach. High priority.   

 

17. Buckland 

DoD (Department of Defence) have a fire management plan covering the BMTA. FRU to 

provide necessary support to DoD to allow current plan to be implemented. FRU to 

provide advice on procedures to be used when planning and undertaking burning on 

Private Property. High priority. 

 

26. Orford/Shelly Beach 

TFS Community Bushfire Protection, Response and Mitigation PlansThree FRBôs 
undertaken from mitigation plan with further FRBôs planned. Assess adjacent areas 
including the Thumbs reserve, Alma Tier and parts of the BMTA and identify priority 
areas for treatment based on risk.. FRU to provide advice on procedures to be used 
when planning and undertaking mitigation works on Private Property. High priority.  
 

16. Bicheno 

TFS Community Protection, Response and Mitigation Plans completed with multiple 
FRBôs undertaken and another planned. Continue investigating mitigation options and 
undertaking mitigation works. High priority. 
 

27. Port Arthur 

TFS have prepared Community Bushfire Protection and Response plans for this area. 
PWS have undertaken one FRB with further FRBôs planned. Continue investigating 
mitigation options and undertaking mitigation works. Medium priority. 
 
 

23. Nubeena 

TFS have prepared Community Bushfire Protection and Response plans for this area. 
TFS BPP Unit to prepare Community Bushfire Mitigation Plan. FRU to provide advice on 
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procedures to be used when planning and undertaking burns on private property. 
Medium priority. 
   
19. Dolphin Sands 

TFS have prepared Community Bushfire Protection and Response plans for this area 
and TFS Bushfire Ready Neighbourhood program is ongoing (2016-18). TFS have 
undertaken one FRB with further FRBôs planned. FRU to coordinate further fuel 
reduction burning in association with the TFS District. Medium priority. 
 

20. Eaglehawk Neck/Doo Town 

PWS have a current fire management plan for this area.  Some FRB's have been 
undertaken and more are planned. TFS have prepared Community Bushfire Protection 
and Response plans for this area.  Continue investigating mitigation options and 
undertaking mitigation works. High priority. 
 
28. Taranna 

TFS have prepared a Community Bushfire Protection plan for the area. BPP Unit to 
Prepare Community Bushfire Response plan. Continue investigating mitigation options 
and undertaking mitigation works. Medium priority. 
 
138. Dunalley 
TFS to prepare Community Bushfire Protection and Response Plans, liase with local 
brigade, monitor fuel loads and investigate future mitigation options. Medium priority 
 

Strategic Areas and Treatments: 

21. Eastern Tiers West of Swansea 

Draft mitigation plan prepared by SFM. Prepare operational burn plans for priority Fuel 
Management Units. FRU to provide further advice in relation to resourcing for large scale 
FRB planning and implementation. High priority. 
 

29. Triabunna/Orford 

TFS Community Bushfire Protection, Response and Mitigation Plans completed with 
three  FRBôs undertaken and more planned. BMTA has current fire management plans 
in place. Implement current BMTA plans and consider including private property where 
appropriate.  Investigate further mitigation options. High priority. 
 

25/25. Nugent/Orielton/Forcett 

One fuel reduction burn done near Orielton. Multiple bushfires since 2013 have reduced 
fuel loads in strategic areas.. TFS to coordinate assessment of bushfire risk and 
identification of priority areas for treatment. FRU to provide advice on procedures to be 
used when planning and undertaking burning on Private Property. High priority. 
 
22. Mayfield/Rocky Hills 

Draft mitigation plan prepared by SFM. Prepare operational burn plans for priority Fuel 
Management Units. FRU to provide further advice in relation to resourcing for large scale 
FRB planning and implementation. High priority. 
 

Tasman/Forestier 

TFS Bushfire Ready Neighbourhood program is ongoing in this area (2016 ï 2018 

Investigate mitigation options for these areas. Medium priority. 
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138. Dodges Ferry/Dunalley/Boomer Bay 

Investigate mitigation options for these areas. Medium priority  

 

Note: Mitigation options include: 

 

¶ Fuel Reduction Burning 

¶ Fire trail construction and maintenance 

¶ Water point construction 

¶ Other prescribed activities 
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4.5 Annual Works Programs 

The annual program of works is identified in the Treatment Schedule at Appendix 6.  

Land managers and fire agencies identified as responsible for completion of the 

treatments identified in the Treatment Schedule will be consulted with negotiation for 

incorporation of the works into their respective annual works programs and planning 

processes. The Treatment Schedule in Appendix 6 also includes other existing works 

programs of agencies and organisations with land management responsibilities in the 

ECFMA, as represented on the ECFMA Committee. 

4.6 Implementation 

When the treatments identified in this FPP are implemented there are a number of issues 

that need to be considered by the responsible agency including environmental impact, 

smoke management and prescribed burn plans. 

4.7 TFS Community Fire Safety Programs 

Community Education- Bushfire-Ready Neighbourhoods Program and Bushfire Policy 
and Planning- Community Protection Planning have the following plans for the East 
Coast FPP area: 

TFS Bushfire Protection Plans 

FMAC 
Bushfire 
Protection Plan 

Date of 
Issue 

East Coast Bicheno 
September 
2013 

East Coast Coles Bay March 2013 

East Coast Copping Area 
October 
2015 

East Coast Cranbrook March 2013 

East Coast Dolphin Sands 
January 
2015 

East Coast 
Eaglehawk Neck 
Area 

January 
2013 

East Coast Nubeena 
October 
2014 

East Coast Orford Triabunna 
October 
2013 

East Coast Port Arthur  
October 
2014 

East Coast Swansea March 2013 

East Coast Taranna Area 
October 
2014 
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TFS Bushfire Response Plans 

FMAC 
Bushfire Response 
Plan 

Date of 
Issue 

East 
Coast Bicheno August 2013 

East 
Coast Coles Bay March 2012 

East 
Coast Cranbrook March 2012 

East 
Coast Dolphin Sands March 2012 

East 
Coast 

Eaglehawk Neck 
Area 

January 
2013 

East 
Coast Nubeena March 2014 

East 
Coast Orford Triabunna 

October 
2013 

East 
Coast Port Arthur  

January 
2014 

East 
Coast Swansea March 2012 

East 
Coast Taranna Area 

October 
2014 

 

TFS Bushfire Mitigation Plans 

FMAC 
Bushfire Mitigation 
Plan 

Date of 
Issue 

East 
Coast Bicheno 

November 
2013 

East 
Coast Orford 

February 
2015 

 

Community Development and Education 

Bushfire-Ready Neighbourhoods Program - Tasmania Fire Service 

A Community Development Coordinator and regionally based Community Development 

Officers (Hobart, Launceston and Burnie) have identified 22 communities/areas state-

wide which are being targeted by the Bushfire-ready neighbourhoods program as part of 

round 2 (2016 to 2018) of the program. The program takes a community development 

(ógrass rootsô) approach and recognises that there isnôt a one size fits all approach to 

bushfire preparedness, highlighting that ówe all play a partô ( individuals, TFS, 

communities). Specifically the program takes a community led approach providing local 

community members in higher bushfire risk areas community engagement activities for 

preparing for and preventing bushfire/s. The program is facilitated by accessing existing 

community networks and resources and developing localised strategies in bushfire 

preparedness. Some of the planned community engagement activities include; 

community forums, information sessions for communities and brigades alike, workshops, 

property assessments, field days, focussed group activities and establishment of 

Bushfire-ready neighbourhood groups. 
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For more information about the Bushfire-Ready Neighbourhoods Program visit: 

fire.tas.gov.au/brn  

Round 2 Communities 2016 to 2018 in the East Coast include Dolphin Sands, Tasman 

Peninsula; Eagle Hawk Neck, Koonya, Nubeena and Taranna.  

Round 3 Communities 2018 ï 2020; TBA 

Chapter 5 Monitoring and Review 
Monitoring and review processes are in place to ensure that the FPP remains current 

and valid. These processes are detailed below to ensure outcomes are achieved in 

accordance with the Project Plan and Treatment Schedule.  

5.1 Review 

This FPP, including appendices, will be subject to a comprehensive after five (5) years 

from the date of approval, unless significant circumstances exist to warrant earlier 

review.  This would include: 

¶ Changes to the FPP area, organisational responsibilities or legislation; 

¶ Changes to the bushfire risk in the area; or 

¶ Following a major fire event. 

5.2 Monitoring 

The Treatment Schedule at Appendix 6 is a living document and progression towards 

completion of the treatments will be monitored and reviewed at least every six (6) 

months. The Treatment Schedule will be updated as treatments are progressed and 

completed. 

5.3 Reporting 

A report detailing progress towards implementation of this FPP will be provided annually.  
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Appendices 
 

Appendix 1 ï Maps displaying ECFMAC selected priority areas 

Appendix 2 - BRAM 

Appendix 3 ï NERAG risk assessment approach 

Appendix 4 ï Bushfire Risk Assessment Maps 

Appendix 5 ï Community specific plans already in place 

Appendix 6 ï Treatment schedule - annual works program 

Appendix 7 ï Description of vegetation communities 
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Appendix 1 ï Maps of ECFMAC selected priority areas 

It must be noted that the areas circled on these maps are to indicate the general area to 

be targeted for investigation and do not represent the boundaries of mitigation works.  

The actual boundaries for mitigation works will be determined after field investigations 

are undertaken. 
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